
I t’s based in an industrial estate just o0 a northern stretch of

Edgware Road in London, near two funeral parlours and a dodgy

salon o0ering eyelash perms and bottom lifts. Not a deeply

glamorous location for such a business, I muse, while squinting at the

various warehouses and trying to work out which one I’m after

among the car body shops. And then I see it behind a fierce security

gate protecting various posh cars: the giant, silver, slightly phallic logo

of a half-peeled banana.

This is the headquarters of Banana Split. I don’t mean to make

assumptions about the size of your fortune, but if you haven’t heard

of it, that’s possibly because your bank balance is too small. It plans

parties, and we’re not talking a bowl of Twiglets and warm prosecco

here. It arranges multimillion-pound parties and weddings for

billionaires around the world. Fancy a knees-up for your closest 300

pals on an island in the Maldives? No sweat. Want Elton John to

burble Can You Feel the Love Tonight? for your first dance? Easy. In

May, after two and a half years’ work, Banana Split threw a £20

million wedding for PrettyLittleThing founder Umar Kamani in the

south of France, which featured Ronan Keating, Mariah Carey and

Andrea Bocelli, although there was a slight drama involving Bocelli’s

microphone, which we’ll come to later. And the sta0 do it all from this

drab warehouse near Colindale.

To be fair, inside it’s less drab. Perky yellow furniture and a bar lined

with expensive bottles of tequila and whisky. Plus, the photos. Good

grief, the behind-the-scenes photos. Stevie Wonder and Robbie

Williams; Katy Perry grinning in a sparkly onesie; Lionel Richie in a

white suit. There’s Ed Sheeran performing at a same-sex wedding at

Cliveden and, ooh, is that a young Thierry Henry?

“Yeah, we did his wedding,” says Julian Posner, Banana Split’s

founder. “Lovely man.” The Beckhams asked Banana Split to quote

for their wedding too, but didn’t want to pay much money for it,

apparently.

“This is a lovely story,” Julian, 66, goes on, gesturing towards a photo

of himself with Paris Hilton. “It was a wedding we organised in the

south of France and there was this couple taking selfies, so I said to

the guy, ‘You must either be exceptionally rich or exceptionally well

endowed to have a woman like this,’ and she turned round and said,

would I like a picture? I thought, ‘That’s quite a weird question, but

you are pretty, so yes please.’ It was Paris Hilton and I hadn’t

recognised her. What a twat.”
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You or her, I ask.

“Me!” he roars.

We sit at a table in Julian’s odce along with his 34-year-old son,

Anthony, Banana Split’s head of talent (which means he books the

celebrities), and the two other men responsible for the business:

Jamie Simon, 43, head of events (he oversees every party), and David

Godfrey, 48, head of production (he ensures the lighting and sound

are hunky dory). They’re in well-cut suits and expensive watches.

“Can we all put our phones away,” Julian orders the others,

whereupon they turn them screen-down on the table. I can hear the

faint trill of landlines elsewhere. It’s not quite MI5, partly because

there’s a large photo of Sofia Richie on her wedding day hanging on

the wall behind us (that was organised by Banana Split last spring),

but there’s a sense that these guys mean business.

It’s a busy time to be a party planner. August is calm enough, David

says, but they’re bracing themselves for “multiple” weddings in

September. Several in the south of France; several costing into the

millions. These four are tight-lipped when it comes to budgets and

costs, though. All they’ll tell me is that their events are “usually” in

the realm of six figures, while multiple-day destination weddings

“easily” run into seven.

“Careful,” Julian warns, eyeing up my Dictaphone on the table as if

state secrets are about to be released.
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What’s the biggest wedding budget they’ve ever come across?

“The Ambani wedding,” Anthony says, referring to the mega four-day

bash that took place last month, which involved a startling

combination of people — the Kardashians and the Johnsons, for

example — being flown into Mumbai by a fleet of jets to celebrate the

nuptials of Anant Ambani, the son of Asia’s richest man.

“Six hundred, I read,” Anthony adds, meaning millions of dollars.

“Unfortunately we weren’t asked to pitch for that job,” Julian

clarifies. “But the bridegroom wore the most beautiful brooches and

they were put into the budget. Well, that’s not part of planning a

wedding.”

“And he bought all his mates Audemars,” Anthony protests, referring

to the £150,000 rose-gold watches given by Anant Ambani to his ten

groomsmen.
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No sour grapes at having missed out on the wedding of the year, then?

“Look, everyone has a view, but there’s only so much you can charge

for a location,” interjects Jamie, who appears to be the diplomat of

the four. “And there’s only so much it costs to feed somebody. Then it

rolls into the point where it’s just… blinging.”

Not that they mind blinging weddings. I remind them of the £20

million Kamani do where the flower aisle leading from the Hotel du

Cap-Eden-Roc looked as if it was 19 miles long and was fashioned

entirely from cream roses and hydrangeas.

“Excuse me, it wasn’t flowers all the way from the hotel because that

would have been a waste of money. There were gaps between them,”

Julian says solemnly. “You just couldn’t see that in the pictures.

Banana Split do not waste money because things cost too much as it

is.”

So there’s a cost of living tip for anyone getting married soon: space

out your floral arrangements and nobody will even notice on

Instagram.
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Is the south of France still the most fashionable place to get married if

you’re a trillionaire? “Yes,” they all chorus.

“But we’ve moved away from rustic chic,” Jamie says.

“That was last year,” Anthony says. “All picket fences, Tuscan olives

and wooden tables.”

What’s hot right now in the wedding world, they say, is “unashamed

luxury”, although as far as I can decipher this just seems to mean big:

big hotels, big flowers, big dresses, lots of guests, big entertainment.

Like a wedding in St Tropez they planned not so long ago for a

Swedish bride and her Silicon Valley husband, where James Corden

acted as MC and Florence + the Machine sang You’ve Got the Love for

the first dance. So a big budget too, presumably. “And a Bentley

moving slowly… just beautiful,” Julian adds.

Although somewhat contrastingly to this fad for “unashamed

luxury”, they say “merch” is still enormously popular for weddings –

merchandise branded with a couple’s bespoke logo including baseball

hats, hoodies, lighters and ashtrays.
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Who still smokes these days?

“Cigars,” Julian clarifies. “Cigars are always big.”

Not that they only do weddings. Around 40 per cent of Banana Split’s

business is birthday parties, anniversaries, the odd divorce party,

baby showers and, for the first time this year, a gender reveal. The

clients took their family and friends for lunch in a restaurant in St

Tropez and Banana Split organised for a plane to fly overhead trailing

a banner that read “Girls have more fun”.

They’ll also organise a staged proposal if you need help planning the

big moment. For one couple, they decked out the entrance hall at the

Natural History Museum with flowers and lighting as if it were a gala

dinner for 600 people, because that’s where their client wanted to get

down on one knee. “We organised it so they could watch a film there

afterwards on a big screen,” Anthony says.

Which film? “Not sure.”

“It might have been The Lion King,” David muses.

Even at this level, the question of cost does seem to be creeping into

their clients’ conversations. In February, Banana Split organised a

50th birthday party for a client who wanted a Japanese-themed

evening in Courchevel. Nobu chefs were flown in and Anthony

arranged for several sumo wrestlers to come over from Japan to

provide the entertainment. “But when I showed the client the quote

he said, ‘Woah, why are the sumos so expensive?’ So I went back to

the sumo company and they immediately knocked o0 30 per cent,

which seemed very generous. Then, when the sumos arrived in

France I asked, ‘How was your journey?’ And they all said terrible,

because they’d been put in the back of the plane instead of in

business class. That was the saving, and these are big guys, you

know.”

Still, the client had a marvellous birthday, as did the sumo wrestlers,

because they knocked through a bottle of whisky that Julian gave

them (after their performance) in 15 minutes.

Is anyone gettable? Say I wanted to throw a glittering 40th birthday

party next year — could I get Adele, for instance? Or maybe not Adele,

which might make it quite a sombre, teary evening, but could I get

anyone else I wanted?

“No,” Julian says.

“Yes,” Anthony, Jamie and David counter.

“Adele did something for us 12 years ago,” Anthony says. “I’m not sure

she’d do it now. But yes, mostly everyone’s gettable. A client wanted

Paul McCartney for his birthday party, so we called him and Paul

went, ‘I don’t do private events, but this is my fee.’ ” What is Macca’s

fee? They won’t tell me. Spoilsports.

According to David, celebrities like working with Banana Split

because they know they’re in safe hands. At the back of this

unexciting warehouse is £5 million worth of production kit (which

explains the security gates). “Concert level,” David says proudly.

Which means performers can have their very specific speakers or

microphones shipped out to wherever required, be it a sandy atoll in

the Maldives or a Mogul fort in Rajasthan. Andrea Bocelli wasn’t

originally booked for the Kamani wedding because he had a date

clash, but when that fell through three days before the big day, his

team got in touch with Banana Split. David duly had his people drive

overnight to the Hotel du Cap to deliver the special kit Bocelli

requires along with his four precious microphones (one for him, one

for his soprano plus two back-ups, altogether worth £15,000).

Sometimes the brides aren’t the biggest divas. It might be the talent

involved. Elton John is Julian’s favourite star to work with, but he

might need his piano for a certain event or a helicopter to get there. A

few of their anecdotes make me warm to certain celebrities. Driving

along Finchley Road in London, David recently picked up his phone to

hear a softly spoken woman on the other end. It was Diana Ross,

booked for a Banana Split wedding, calling him to chat about the

details. What a pro.

Do we worry a tiny bit about sustainability, what with all this

constant shuttling about of sumo wrestlers and equipment around

the globe purely to entertain the megarich? A while back, a client

grumbled that his bloody marys at his birthday party in the Maldives

didn’t taste right, so Julian had 24 boxes of celery salt shipped out

from Selfridges’ food hall. No, we don’t worry too much, the chaps

say, although they do have a few corporate clients who insist on paper

straws and re-usable water bottles.

Is there anything they won’t do for clients? “Drugs,” Julian says. “We

don’t do drugs or prostitution.” (Rats, there go my 40th plans.) He

admits that he occasionally wants to tell brides, and the odd groom,

to “get a grip”, but he usually refrains.

It’s all a long way from Banana Split’s more humble beginnings nearly

50 years ago, when 16-year-old Julian took £500 that he’d made from

washing cars to a disco centre in Rayners Lane, northwest London,

and bought a set of mobile disco equipment. He charged £12.50 for his

first gig, playing at a 16th-birthday party for a girl called Rosalind, and

the business was christened the same week when Julian was racking

his teenage brain for a good name and spied a bowl of bananas on his

mother’s table.

Later this year, the company will throw its own 50th anniversary bash

in Claridge’s ballroom, and Rosalind is coming along. I suspect it will

be quite the celebration, although do they never tire of parties? Put

their feet up for a night and watch Corrie?

No, Jamie says. “It’s a real privilege what we do. An architect might

build someone’s house or a doctor might save someone’s life, but we

come in and out of people’s lives. We do their weddings, their kids’

birthdays, their kids’ weddings, their golden anniversaries, and

they’re always superhappy to see you because you’re just a good

memory.”

It’s left to David to be a bit more Eeyoreish. “My wife always says,

‘Don’t say anything,’ when we go over to see friends. I don’t like

parties. I like a pub.”

Banana Split’s team, from left: David Godfrey, Julian Posner, Jamie Simon and Anthony 
Posner
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